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Oregon’s abysmal chronic attendance problem grew even
worse last year, state reveals
More than 38% of Oregon
students missed at least three
weeks of school in 2022-2023,  
worsening from the previous
year, when students first
returned to school buildings
full time.

“This is a real crisis. Chronic
absenteeism is such a strong
predictor of dropping out of
high school. You cannot learn
if you are not in school.”

In the past two years, mental
health challenges and 

and behavioral
issues have ramped
up in schools. 

"It isn't fair for our
educators, who are
equipped to be
teachers of reading
and writing and
math, and maybe
not mental health
in this way," Perry
said.

Oregon School-Based Health Alliance

https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2022/10/new-oregon-school-performance-reports-showcase-small-class-sizes-giant-absenteeism-problem.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2022/10/new-oregon-school-performance-reports-showcase-small-class-sizes-giant-absenteeism-problem.html


SB 549 (2023) was Created Collaboratively

Unfortunately, SB 549 stalled in Ways and Means



Mental health funding for schools with and without a SBHC - $5.85 million

Capital construction bond for ready-made SBHC modular units - $10 mil

10 two-year planning grants for districts to convene their community to
establish SBHCs and school nursing - $1.1 million

2024 School Health
Proposal

SBHC inflationary adjustment  to preserve workforce - $522,000



Link to SBHC Data, maps and Certification Standards

What is a School-Based Health Center (SBHC)?

SBHCs offer services to all students in
a convenient and youth-centered
environment, regardless of ability to
pay. 

SBHCs are medical clinics that offer a
full range of physical, behavioral and
preventive health services.

SBHCs reduce barriers such as cost,
transportation, students missing
school, and parents missing work.

SBHCs provide easy access to health care 

Washington County
Jackson County

Benton County

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/healthypeoplefamilies/youth/healthschool/schoolbasedhealthcenters/pages/index.aspx


Where are SBHCs?

Only about 25% of school districts have SBHCs

85

Oregon has >1,200 public K-12 schools and
197 school districts



Who Uses SBHCs?
SBHCs are a trusted source

of care for many youths
who belong to communities

that have been
economically or socially

marginalized.

45% of SBHC school-
age clients identified
as persons of color



SBHCs are evidence-based
The Community Preventive Services Task Force found evidence of

 improved educational and health outcomes, and recommends the implementation of SBHCs in low-income communities.

How do SBHCs Help?
Mental Health Community 

A review by the National Institute of Health estimates each SBHC
yields a total social benefit ranging from $15,028 to $912,878.

Society



What about School Nurses?

Not an either/or choice! School Nurses and SBHCs work together
and both are necessary to support the health of all students.



SBHCs haven’t received an increase since around 2013 yet in the last year alone inflation
was upwards of 10%.

Need to keep them sustainable

Challenge finding medical providers to operate new SBHCs

Exacerbates workforce issues by making it harder to hire at a 
competitive rate.

 Already more difficult for rural sites, especially those without FQHC sponsorship

“We continue to experience waitlists for behavioral and mental health services, which means that youth needing urgent
services are required to look outside the community. Families often need to travel further to obtain services, which is met with

varied transportation obstacles...” 

Part 1 : Inflationary Increase for School-Based
Health Centers (SBHCs)

-Rural SBHC Provider



Part 2 : School Health Services Planning Grants

Community Specific,
Leverages Existing

Resources



Grants to new and existing SBHCS to increase their
capacity to meet the need

“It has been very difficult to not have
the capacity to meet the needs of our

students. Having a long waiting list has
been so hard.”

Part 3: School-Based Mental Health Capacity Grants 

Grants to local behavioral health entities to place
providers in schools

Utilizes existing behavioral health
expertise and supports educators 

Flexible funding to accommodate workforce shortages

-Current SBHC Provider



Part 4: SBHC Capital Construction 

Century High School SBHC Hillsboro, OR Mazama High School SBHC, Klamath Falls, OR




